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MADISON — Gov. Tony
Evers said the state is end-
ing the most recent fiscal
year with a $1.8 billion sur-
plus.

“This is great news for
Wisconsinites as it puts our
state in a solid fiscal posi-
tion to ensure the long-term
economic success and secu-
rity of our state,” the gover-

nor said in a statement.
The Legislative Audit

Bureau noted the state’s
finances jumped by more
than $5 billion in just one
year.

“Total revenue increased
by $5.2 billion and was $34.6
billion in FY 2020-21. This
increase was largely the
result of a $3.9 billion
increase in federal revenue
and a $1.2 billion increase
in tax revenue,” LAB

reported Tuesday. “Total
expenditures increased by
$4.6 billion and were $31.4
billion in FY 2020-21. This
increase was largely the
result of increases in Medi-
cal Assistance expendi-
tures and the State’s expen-
diture of the federal fund-
ing it received related to the
public health emergency.”

The Audit Bureau also
noted Wisconsin’s Budget
Stabilization Fund jumped

as well.
“The balance in the Bud-

get Stabilization Fund
increased from $761.8 mil-
lion as of June 30, 2020, to
$1.7 billion as of June 30,
2021, due to a $967.4 million
transfer that was initiated
by law because tax rev-
enues in FY 2020-21 exceed-
ed the projections,” LAB
reported.

Evers took credit for the
positive changes.

“We’ve worked hard to
pay down the state’s debt
and pay bills on time so we
can continue building a
strong economy by invest-
ing in the issues Wiscon-
sinites care about from
schools to roads to afford-
able, accessible health
care,” the governor said,

Conservatives say Repub-
lican lawmakers should get
the credit.

“Thankfully the Republi-

can Legislature refused
Gov. Evers’ deficit-creating
budget earlier this year –
and now the state is on
sound financial footing and
we can realistically discuss
the next big tax reform –
eliminating the personal
income tax for families and
small businesses,” said
Chris Reader, executive
vice president of the Insti-
tute for Reforming Govern-
ment. 

Wisconsin ends year with $1.8 billion record surplus

By the numbers

Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 

Confirmed cases
■ Deceased: 740
■ Activity level: 996.7 cases
per 100,000 people

■ Cases per 100,000 popula-
tion: 16,225.7
■ State average cases per
100,000 population: 16,329.5
■ Case fatality percentage:
1.1%
■ State average fatality per-
centage: 1.0%

Total vaccine doses 
administered: 269,050

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 9,804
■ Positive tests: 952,442
■ Negative tests: 3,792,734

Source: Waukesha County COVID
Case Dashboard, Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Health Services

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Police Depart-
ment is investigating a pos-
sible stabbing that occurred
early Sunday morning in
the 1200 block of The
Strand.

According to Waukesha
Police Capt. Dan Baumann,
police responded in the area
around 4:49 a.m. Sunday for
an unknown problem. Upon
arrival, police and fire per-
sonnel discovered a large
trail of blood leading up the
stairs to an upper unit of a
residence. The residence
was cleared, nobody was
located and officers began to

check the area.
According to Baumann,

the injured party was
allegedly later located at an
area hospital seeking treat-
ment. Upon further investi-
gation, police determined
that the victim got into a
fight with a friend in the
area and the friend allegedly
pulled out a knife and
stabbed the victim, Bau-
mann said.

According to Baumann,
the alleged victim has been
an uncooperative witness
and will not provide further
information to police related
to the investigation.

WAUKESHA

Garbage 
collections 
to stay on
schedule
during 

holidays
WAUKESHA — Through-

out this holiday season,
garbage pickup will continue
to follow its normal schedule,
the city announced.

There will be normal pick-
ups on Fridays as well as
Mondays.

Although garbage pickup
will proceed as normal dur-
ing the upcoming holidays,
the drop-off center will be
closed.

For more information on
garbage collection dates,
visit https://bit.ly/3ElOzKh.

NEW BERLIN — A Mil-
waukee man faces three
charges after allegedly flee-
ing from police in New Berlin
during November.

Jesus Zamora, 25, is
charged with one count of
attempting to flee or elude
an officer, one count of fail-
ure to install an interlock
device and one count of
operating a motor vehicle
while revoked. He faces up to
three years and six months
in prison if convicted of the
first charge and six months
for the second.

According to the criminal
complaint, a New Berlin
Police officer observed Zamo-
ra's vehicle at about 3:54 a.m.
on Nov. 11, and after checking
the vehicle's plates, noticed
that Zamora had a revoked
driving status, a .02 restric-

tion and an ignition interlock
mandate.

The complaint states that
the officer then attempted to
conduct a traffic stop, but
Zamora allegedly continued
to drive until he later
stopped, at which point the
officer went up to the driver’s
side window of the vehicle.

However, Zamora then
allegedly turned off the vehi-
cle's headlights, sped off and
led a New Berlin officer on a
4.1-mile long chase into West
Allis. 

In West Allis, the complaint
states, city officers boxed
Zamora in and performed a
high risk traffic stop with a
K-9 unit. Zamora was then
removed from his vehicle and
issued the citations.

He will appear in court on
Jan. 4 at 8:15 a.m.

Milwaukee man
charged with 
fleeing officer

Waukesha PD 
investigating possible

stabbing Sunday

NEW BERLIN – Johns Dis-
posal Service Inc., will be
assuming responsibility for
the New Berlin residential
garbage/recycling pickup
effective Jan. 1.

Throughout December,
Johns has been delivering
new carts to all eligible prop-
erties.

Old trash/recycling carts
will be picked up by Sierra
Container Group from Jan. 3-
14.

To be picked up, used carts
must be empty and curbside.

Any container with trash
or recycling inside will not
be picked up.

Issues with pickup should
be directed to Waste Manage-
ment at 888-960-0008 or 262-
251-4000.

New Berlin residents are

encouraged to sign up for the
city’s “New Berlin Notes,”
which can be found at
www.newberlin.org.

NEW BERLIN

Johns Disposal Service Inc.
begins collections Jan. 1

Fifth-graders sing during Christian Education Leadership Academy’s Christmas play on
Dec. 16.

’Tis the season
PEWAUKEE — On Dec. 16, Christian Education Leadership Academy held a Christ-

mas concert in which students from 3K to fifth grade sang Christmas songs, played
records, quoted scripture and acted in a play about The Nativity Scene. 

Jackson Novaczyk and August Burg, both
fifth graders, perform in CELA’s Christmas
play on Dec. 16.

Kendall Ford and Nolan Boehm play
Joseph and Mary during CELA’s Christ-
mas play on Dec. 16.

The Freeman team has com-
piled this list of resources,
events and fundraisers for
ways to help in the aftermath
of the Waukesha Christmas
Parade tragedy on Sunday,
Nov. 21, 2021.

To view the complete list
online, visit https://bit.ly/help-
ingwaukesha. 

UNITED FOR WAUKESHA
COMMUNITY FUND
Waukesha County Community
Foundation and United Way of
Greater Milwaukee & Wauke-
sha County have joined togeth-
er to create the United for
Waukesha Community Fund.
Anyone who wishes to show
their support can do so by visit-
ing the donation page at
www.waukeshafoundation.org/p
arade. Donations by check can
be brought to Landmark Credit
Union.

GOFUNDME DRIVES
GoFundMe has created a

page of verified drives you can
contribute to by visiting
GoFundMe.com and looking
for the “Waukesha Christmas
Parade: How to Help” link.

WAUKESHA STRONG
ORNAMENTS
Hurst Woodworking, a
Waukesha custom woodwork-
ing company, is producing
Waukesha Strong Christmas
ornaments. Ornaments are
$5 each, and 100% of the
sales of the ornaments will
go to the United for Wauke-
sha Community Fund. Orna-
ments can be purchased at
Burlap & Lace Marketplace,
272 W. Main St., or Pop’s
MarketPlace, S70-W16050
Janesville Road, Muskego.

WE ARE WAUKESHA:
DOWNTOWN MURAL
PROJECT
Local artists are proposing a
new mural in downtown
Waukesha to offer hope hope
in the community. You can fol-

low the group’s progress at
the “We Are Waukesha:
Downtown Mural Project”
Facebook page, where you
can also learn about donating
supplies or funds to their
GoFundMe drive.

“A TERRIBLE THING
HAPPENED” BOOK
DONATION
Muskego resident Robyn Keil
is organizing a book drive to
get the book “A Terrible Thing
Happened” by Margaret H.
Holmes to any families
impacted by the traumatic
events at the Waukesha
Christmas parade. Talking
about the traumatic experi-
ence with a parent or loving
caretaker can be the first
step in a child’s healing pro-
cess. If you are a family that
experienced trauma or are
interested in donating funds
to support this effort, send a
Facebook message to Robyn
Leary Keil at
https://bit.ly/3E0pntn.

Resources, ways to help after parade tragedy

MILWAUKEE — As holi-
day celebrations continue,
concern is rising for the
nation’s blood supply,
which has now dipped to
concerning levels and
could force hospitals to
hold off on essential blood
and platelet transfusions
for patients.

Historically low blood
supply levels not seen in
more than a decade persist
for the American Red
Cross, which supplies
about 40 percent of the
nation’s blood. The ongoing
decline comes at a time of

year when donations typi-
cally fall. Holiday get-
togethers, school breaks
and winter weather often
lead to lower donor
turnout, further com-
pounding the situation.

Potential donors are
urged to schedule an
appointment now by using
the Red Cross Blood Donor
App, visiting RedCross-
Blood.org or calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767).

In thanks, all who come
to give through Jan. 2 will
receive an exclusive Red

Cross long-sleeved T-shirt,
while supplies last.

Those who come to give
blood, platelets or plasma
in January will automati-
cally be entered for a
chance to win a getaway to
Super Bowl LVI in Los
Angeles. As an extra thank-
you from the Red Cross,
those who come to donate
in January will also be
automatically entered to
win a home theater pack-
age and a $500 e-gift card.

Terms apply; visit Red-
CrossBlood.org/SuperBowl
for more information.

Red Cross: Donate blood or platelets now 

MILWAUKEE — With
COVID-19 cases skyrocket-
ing across the country, the
Milwaukee VA Medical
Center is encouraging vet-
erans to get their COVID-19
vaccine boosters as soon as
possible.

All veterans, their spous-
es and caregivers are eligi-
ble to receive the vaccine
and booster from a VA facil-
ity. There is no charge. Vet-
erans can make an appoint-
ment for their booster by
calling the Milwaukee VA
at 414-384-2000, ext. 49069.

“For many of our veter-
ans and caregivers, six
months have passed since
they received their first two
COVID shots, and it’s time

for them to get the booster,”
said Dr. Kimberly Bell, Mil-
waukee VA pharmacy man-
ager. “This is especially
important with the rising
cases of COVID associated
with the omicron variant
which appears to spread
faster than previous vari-
ants.”

If veterans received the
Moderna or Pfizer vaccine,
they must wait at least six
months after their second
shot to get the booster. Vet-
erans who received the J&J
vaccine can get a booster
two months after their shot.
Veterans who have not got-
ten any COVID-19 vaccines
yet can start their vaccine
series at any VA.

Statistics from across the
country show most people
hospitalized with COVID
are unvaccinated. While
fully vaccinated people can
still get COVID, they are
less likely to get severely ill
and require hospitaliza-
tion.

Veterans can also get
their flu shots at the same
time as their COVID-19
boosters. In addition to the
Milwaukee VA Medical
Center, veterans can also
get COVID-19 vaccines and
boosters at VA community-
based clinics in Green Bay,
Cleveland, Appleton and
Union Grove. For more
information about vaccines
at the VA, visit va.gov.

Milwaukee VA encourages veterans,
spouses, caregivers to get COVID booster 


